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Travelers, detour
to coverage by

some of 
BIHMST

Sports
Correspondents

William M. Larsha, Jr.

Ashley Braun Gendek

Travelers, join correspondents
William M. Larsha, Jr. and
Ashley Braun in their sports
coverage of University of
Memphis Tigers, Memphis
Grizzlies, Memphis Redbirds,
Southern Heritage FedEx
St.Jude Golf Classic, and
much, much more on The Mid-
South Tribune and the Black
Information Highway at

www.blackinformation
highway . com

Welcome, Travelers!

Memphis Grizzlies to honor Ray Allen, Nneka
Ogwumike and Kenny Smith at MLK Game
Tip-Off Scheduled for 4 p.m. CT,
Monday, January 18

Side-by-side Telecast on Fox
Sports Southeast and TNT

MEMPHIS, TN — On Monday,
Jan. 18, the Memphis Grizzlies,
National Civil Rights Museum,
City of Memphis and Shelby
County will host the 19th Annual
Martin Luther King Jr. Celebra-
tion Game, presented by Ford
and your Mid-South Ford Deal-
ers. The MLK Celebration Game
vs. the Phoenix Suns will tip off
at 4 p.m. in a side-by-side tele-
cast, broadcasting regionally on
FOX Sports Southeast and na-
tionally on TNT. Local channel
listings can be found here. The
Celebration Game concludes a
collection of virtual events hon-
oring the legacy of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Virtual adapta-
tions of annual events include the
Sports Legacy Award presenta-
tion, annual Earl Lloyd Sports
Legacy Symposium, the National
Civil Rights Museum discussion

NFL reaches over $95 million in 
contributions to advance its social 
justice agenda to close digital divide

NFL and USAA announce
finalists for 10th Annual
Salute to Service Award 

presented by Ford and your Mid-
South Ford Dealers, feature NBA
and WNBA greats Ray Allen,
Nneka Ogwumike and Kenny
Smith. The honorees will be cel-
ebrated on game day during the
Earl Lloyd Sports Legacy Sym-
posium, presented by the Hyde
Family Foundation. The sympo-
sium will be broadcast live on
FOX Sports Southeast on Jan. 18
at 2:30 p.m. and will recognize
Allen, Ogwumike and Smith for
their dedication and significant
contributions – in the spirit of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. – to civil
and human rights, the social jus-
tice movement and for laying the
foundation for future leaders
through their careers in sports.

Virtual Discussions and 
Community Impact

The multi-day schedule of
events begins on Thursday, Jan.
14, when the Memphis Grizzlies
and National Civil Rights Mu-
seum will host virtually The In-
tersection of Race & Sports:

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. stands at podium delivering one of his many inspiring
speeches. The Memphis Grizzlies and other NBA teams nationwide continue to honor the
‘dream’ of Dr. King on his official birthday each year.
and Coaches Forum. All events
are in an effort to continue the
ongoing conversations with the
Memphis community and Mid-
South youth to remember, cele-
brate and act on Dr. King’s

legacy. Associate MLK Celebra-
tion Game sponsors include
FedEx, Verizon and Hyde Fam-
ily Foundation.

National Civil Rights Museum

Sports Legacy Award Hon-
orees

This year’s honorees of the 16th
Annual National Civil Rights
Museum Sports Legacy Award, Please see sports page 4

The NFL and USAA, an Official
NFL Salute to Service Partner,
announced AMB Sports and En-
tertainment CEO STEVE CAN-
NON, New England Patriots
Long Snapper JOE CARDONA,
and San Francisco 49ers General
Manager and NFL Legend JOHN
LYNCH as the finalists for the
tenth annual Salute to Service
Award presented by USAA.
Cannon, Cardona, and Lynch

were selected for their excep-
tional efforts to honor and sup-
port members of the military
community. The Salute to Serv-
ice Award recipient will be rec-
ognized at NFL Honors, a
primetime awards special to air
nationally the Saturday before

League expands grant pool, ded-
icates funding toward closing the
"digital divide" and will keep In-
spire Change at the forefront
during the postseason

NEW YORK – The NFL recently
announced 13 new grants to non-
profit organizations across the
country and additional funding to
support closing the "digital di-

vide" as part of its social justice
initiative, Inspire Change. The
league and its clubs have pro-
vided more than $95 million to
date in support of programs fo-
cused on education, economic
advancement, police and com-
munity relations, and criminal
justice reform, encouraging
unity and respect in our commu-
nities. These efforts contribute to

the ten-year $250 million com-
mitment by the NFL to social jus-
tice.
Inspire Change launched during
the 2018 season, showcasing the
collaborative efforts of players,
clubs, and the league to create
positive change in communities
across the country. Unanimously

Please see sports-military 2

Super Bowl LV.
USAA, a leading provider of in-
surance and other services to
U.S. military members, veterans
and their families, will contribute
$25,000 in the award recipient's
honor to the official aid societies
representing all five military
branches. The NFL will match
USAA's donation of $25,000,
which will be donated to the
award recipient's military charity
of choice. The award recipient
will receive a specially designed
military challenge coin, recog-
nizing their commitment to the
military. In what has become a
long-standing tradition, chal-
lenge coins are presented to
members of the military commu-
nity to encourage excellence,
boost morale or to recognize a
fellow brother- or sister-in-arms.
"America's military community

is stronger thanks to the service
and support from all three worthy
finalists for tenth annual 'Salute
to Service Award presented by
USAA,'" said Vice Admiral
(Ret.) JOHN BIRD, USAA Sen-

Please see sports page 4

TN Highway Safety Office announces 16th Annual
Law Enforcement Challenge Award recipients
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE –
On Monday, January 11, the Ten-
nessee Highway Safety Office
(THSO) recognized 44 law en-
forcement agencies during its
16th Annual Law Enforcement
Challenge. This year, 53 Law En-
forcement Challenge applica-
tions were submitted: 17 from
West Tennessee, 14 from Middle
Tennessee, 11 from East Ten-
nessee, 11 from the Cumberland
Region, and one submission
from each of the Tennessee

Highway Patrol (THP) districts.
“The THSO is proud to recog-

nize the hard work and dedica-
tion of Tennessee law
enforcement agencies this year,”
said THSO Director Buddy
Lewis. “The COVID-19 pan-
demic presented unique obstacles
we’ve never experienced before
in traffic enforcement. Despite
this, our partners remained fo-
cused, diligent, and enthusiastic
about saving lives across Ten-
nessee roadways. We appreciate

all of our law enforcement part-
ners and look forward to contin-
uing our shared mission toward
zero deaths.”

Award winners are listed as fol-
lows. For more information,
please visit
www.tntrafficsafety.org. 

1-10 Officers Category
•1st Place: Benton Police Depart-
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Drew Svoboda Hired as Mem-
phis Football Special Teams Co-
ordinator 

see sports-ent. 5
***

Tigers Team Up with Coaching
for Literacy Presented by Inter-
national Paper

see sports page 3
***

Here Are Some Knot Tying Tips
from Florida’s FWC

see sports page 3
***

Memphis Hustle Completes
Trade with South Bay Lakers

see sports page 3
***

Memphis Hustles Gets Two
Players in NBA G League Draft

see sports page 4

"America's military commu-
nity is stronger thanks to the
service and support from all
three worthy finalists for
tenth annual 'Salute to Serv-
ice Award presented by
USAA,'" said Vice Admiral
(Ret.) John Bird , USAA Sen-
ior Vice President of Military
Affairs. 


